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new [121] Brides, whom we purpose to offer to him
who has shed his divine blood to give them being
and life, and who has sent us here to gather the
fruits thereof. This gentle severity which we have
exercised towards these poor slaves of Satan has
served not a little to raise the value of our mysteries
and of Christianity in the minds of all those who had
any knowledge of them ; and it has begun to disabuse
them of the belief that many hafve, that, when we
desire and urge them to become Christians, and to
make such profession, it is our interest and our busi-
ness, not theirs, and that there is no profit therein
for them.

After all, I do not know whether we have more
reason to complain of and deplore these disasters
than to rejoice over them, and to thank God for the
light and courage he has given to some of this little
band,— for there is not one of these three Churches
in which are not found Christians, in whose practice,
it would seem, nothing purer or more complete could
be desired, combined with a tenderness of conscience,
and a cordial recourse to confession, which were
never natural to a [122] Savage. What we have said
in the preceding Chapters will suffice for this one.
It is a leaven that the Holy Ghost continues to form
and preserve, which will, in its time, be of service
and have good results, as we hope and promise our-
selves from the merciful goodness of God.

I have said nothing here, to avoid tediousness, of
the difficulty these Barbarians have in abstaining
from work on Sundays,—these tribes living only
from hand to mouth, and finding it hard to do other-
wise. Neither have I spoken of the trouble they
have in observing Lent,— which always comes in the



